April 2005

Dear VfE coordinators, dear friends,

Finally it is time for a new edition of "VfE news"!

New VfE website available!

Finally, after a long time of reconstruction - actually longer than expected originally- the new VfE website is available:

www.vfe.eay.org

(And also under www.eay.org )

During the last meeting of the VfE Core Group in February 2005 in the EAY Training centre in Litomysl, Czech Republic we agreed on the final design and now proudly we present the result in a first version.

Of course, it is not completed totally and there still might be some small errors, but with your help we will improve.

As you will see, you will find all kind of information regarding the VfE exchange programme, contact addresses, download documents, and of course the VfE Market Place. Especially this market place is still under construction and in the moment just fill with little information. But as I said, we work on this further on.

It is planned in a second step to open the so called "login/logout VfE national coordinators only" section. It will be able to access with a special password, because it will contain more personal information that should not spread in the Internet for the public.

We are excited to receive your comments and ideas!

List of National VfE Coordinators

The updated list you find at the website. If there should have been any chances, please let us know!

Next VfE Contact Making Seminar in 2005

The VfE Core Group agreed during its meeting in February to organize another (the 3rd!) VfE Contact Making Seminar.

In the meantime we submitted an EU grant application through the Czech YMCA (Thank you, Helena!) and now we are waiting for a response from the Czech EU office.

If our seminar will be accepted by the EU office, we will immediately start the registration process (this we expect not to be before end of June 2005 actually).

But you should already mark the date in your calendar:
Date of seminar:
October 19-24, 2005

Venue of seminar
EAY Training Center Litomysl, Czech Republic

Participants:
National VfE Coordinators, responsible persons from hosting and sending YMCAs, representatives from in VfE interested YMCAs

Participation costs:
depending on EU grants, but we hope for each participant only 30 % of travel costs

VfE Core Group

The actual members of the VfE Core Group you also find at our website.

We are still looking for 2 more members representing the regions "Balkan" and "CIS/former Russian countries".

Members of the Core Group should be appointed by their respective national YMCA who is willing to take over the costs for attending a yearly meeting and possibly a second meeting or seminar.

If you should be interested, please contact us!

So far the latest news from VfE.

Next week some of us may meet during EAY's General Assembly in Litomysl. If there should be interest we could try to organise a short meeting together.

Best regards,

Beate Turck

Chairperson EAY VfE Core Group
